May/June, 2017
The Joy of Learning……. CARMELO VOICES
NEWSLETTER OF CARMELO SCHOOL: The Carmel child
Development Center, Carmel Co-op Preschool and TK
Dear Families,
Carmelo School Graduation for the students in Rooms 4 - 9 will be May 31st on the Older
wing playground beginning at 11:00. CPO will be providing light snacks, drinks and a flower
for each child. There will be extra parking available in the back. I look forward to seeing
many of you at the Graduation.
I would like to point out a few of the useful links on the Carmelo website.
http://www.carmelunified.org/Domain/392
They are in the right column under the heading “Site Shortcuts”
Click here to view information on CUSD’s Transitional Kindergarten program
TK Bell Schedule
Click here to view Carmelo Newsletter
Parent Guide to Emergency Procedures
Parent Handbooks
View CCDC Monthly Calendar
Lunch Menu
Online Registration - Infosnap
Registro en línea español - Infosnap

If you want to find out for example what's for lunch, days we are closed/open,
upcoming events, you can easily find out by clicking one of the above links. Under
each classroom, you can read about the teacher's education and background, daily
class schedule, and the curriculum. There are other family resources as well.
The last day of this school year will be June 2nd. We will open again on August 2nd.
If you need a list of available camps or preschool activities for the summer, there is a
list in the office. I want to give many thanks to all of you for supporting the CPO
through your donations of time and money. There is still time to purchase your raffle
tickets! Because of your generosity, we have had many wonderful community events
and performances. Please see the CPO article for information about the upcoming
raffle drawing and picnic in the park.

2016/2017, Issue 10
Calendar of Events
for May/June
Teacher
Appreciation Day
Infosnap Email
Expected
Delivery Date

5/3

5/5

CPO
Appreciation
Dinner &
Meeting

5/11

Older Wing
Parent Breakfast

5/17
7:30 –
9:00

Infosnap
help/translator
And computers
available at
Tularcitos

5/17
4:005:00

Fire Drill

5/18
10:15

CPO Family Fun
Day with
Remarkable
Raffle Drawing

5/21
11:00

Memorial Day
Carmelo Site
Closed

5/29

Carmelo
Graduation Day
Older Wing
Children

5/31
11:00

Last Day of
School

6/2

First Day Back to
School

8/2

Have a wonderful summer with your children.
Sincerely,
Laura Dunn
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How Much We Learned This Year in the Infant/Toddler Programs
By: Kerry
As this school year nears its end, we look around our classrooms at all the sweet
faces. They have changed in so many ways over the year. We began with 8 tiny
babies, some not even able to sit. We are now surrounded by walkers and runners!
They smile more, they are more talkative, they are more mobile, and they are way more
knowledgeable, they are toddlers! The younger babies who have come to us during the
year have begun to smile, laugh, sit up, and become more mobile also.
Our toddler room started with very young two-year-olds, ready to take on the
world for the first time without their parents. They have grown into confident, young
three-year-olds with a lot more language and knowledge.
These infants and toddlers entered our world timid, shy, and not so sure about
life outside of the home. For some, it was the first time leaving their parents, for others,
it was the first time interacting with other children. Each child has developed in his or
her own special way. Some began to crawl; some began to walk, some began to
babble, while others began to talk. Some learned to count, recognize their letters, and
sort different shapes, while others observed. They have all grown in so many ways.
Most importantly, they all have created a special place in our hearts!
We thank you for the opportunity to teach your wonderful children.

Here are some of the fun things that we learned this year:
Axel and Easton - How to be Gentle
and kind with one another

Scott - Exploring Art in all its forms
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Monty - How to be safe and healthy, always
sitting while eating

Tyson - Categorizing shapes and sizes

Jacob - Science and Nature exploration

Maggie - Letter Recognition
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Katherine - Recognizing the differences and
Similarities in shape, size, color, and number

Evie - Recognizing and taking an
interest in familiar books

The boys in the Infant Room learning how to
share and take turns
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How Much We Learned This Year in Rooms 1 & 2
By: Trish
The children in Rooms 1 and 2 have been busy, busy,
busy, this year learning and growing using our new curriculum,
Tools of the Mind, while still integrating our other familiar
curriculums.
Our focus this year has been Social and
Emotional Development and Self-Regulation.
Using the Tools of the Mind and the Teaching
Pyramid as a guideline, we have been able to
assist the children in learning new ways and
strengthening old ways to both enter into play with their peers, and how to
handle conflict in the event it rises. This year we
introduced the Regulation Thermometer to help the
children with their strong emotions both high and low.
We encourage them to breathe when they have a
strong emotion of anger and or sadness, to help their
body calm and be able to return a level of emotion that will allow
them to use their words and communicate with their peers. “Smell
the flower, blow out the candle.”
While Tools of the Mind is geared towards Pre-K aged children, we modify it for
our young three-year-olds and help them prepare for what is to come when they move
over to the older wing. We simplify our wheel, which allows the children to choose a
center they would like to participate in. We still regularly use the solution kit to help the
children problem solve and come up with ways to introduce conflict management.
Room one introduced this year a more
advanced portion of
play planning which
is using a “play plan
sheet” to choose,
draw, and write what
they are going to do.
The teachers follow
through with the
children to ensure
that they have committed to their plan. They help the
children engage with the other children that have chosen the same “center.”
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As a refresher, I have included a brief description of all of Carmel Child Development
Center Frameworks and Curriculum. You can find a link to some of them on our
website.

The California Department of Education (CDE), Early Education and Support Division (EESD), has
established the Desired Results System to improve program quality in early care and education programs
across the state and align curriculum with Common Core. The Desired Results System consists of 6
Desired Results, program standards, and assessment tools. The assessment tools consist of a
developmental profile (DRDP) to measure children’s progress towards the Desired Results, an
environment rating scale (ECERS) to assess the learning environment, and a family survey to assess
family’s progress towards the Desired Results for Families. The CDE published and requires programs to
base curriculum upon the CA Preschool Learning Foundations and CA Preschool Curriculum Framework
to assure program quality. All state preschools use the Desired Results System.
National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) – the nation’s leading
organization of early childhood professionals. Carmel Child Development Center went through an
extensive Self-Study process, measuring the program and its services against the 10 NAEYC Early
Childhood Program Standards and more than 400 related Accreditation Criteria. The current
accreditation marks the fifth consecutive achievement of NAEYC accreditation for Carmel Child
Development Center. This term they achieved an average score for the ten standards of 99%. These
marks place the Carmel Child Development Center among the top in the nation.
The Teaching Pyramid approach provides a systematic framework that promotes social and emotional
development, provides support for children's appropriate behavior, prevents the challenging behavior, and
addresses problematic behavior. The WestEd Center for Child and Family Studies offers comprehensive
professional development packages for infant/toddler, preschool, and early elementary educators.
WestEd’s Teaching Pyramid is based on evidence-based practice originally developed by the Center on
the Social Emotional Foundations for Early Learning (CSEFEL), authorized by California Department of
Education (CDE), and aligned with California's Early Learning and Development System.
Tools of the Mind curriculum focuses on the development of Self-Regulation skills in preschool-age
students. It teaches proactive, positive classroom management techniques, mathematics and science
activities, literacy development, and developing and sustaining mature make-believe play for preschool
aged students.
Reggio Emilia philosophy as a professional learning community supports one another as we examine
and reflect on the reciprocity between theory and daily practice in the classroom. We incorporate last
year’s staff development focus into daily practice. Our teaching is intentional and based on
documentation. The philosophy is rooted in the pedagogy of listening, the umbrella under which we teach
respect and recognition of children’s competence. We understand that children learn from their
interactions with adults, peers, and materials. Thus they have the right to access opportunities to do so.
We value meaningful conversations which promote critical thinking skills; open-ended questions; “wonder
out loud.”
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How Much We Learned This Year in the Older Wing
By: Sam
This year Carmelo began using a new curriculum, Tools of the Mind. The
curriculum focuses on the development of children’s self-regulation and literacy skills.
The older wing has engaged in many activities both created and inspired by The Tools
of the Mind curriculum in order to develop cognitive skills, social-emotional school
readiness and to build foundational skills in
literacy and mathematics.
In order for children to become lifelong
successful learners, they need to build strong
self-regulation skills. These skills allow them to
pay attention, block out distractions, follow
directions, take turns and work cooperatively with
others. Students on the Older Wing at Carmelo
strengthened their self-regulation skills this year through a variety of activities. Play
planning is one example of this as it has taught the children how to act in an intentional
way. During play planning, students
chose where in the classroom they were
going to play and decided the role they
would act out. Following their verbal plan,
they drew a picture of their plan, wrote
their play-planning message, and
followed through with acting out their play
plan. Students worked together to invent
props, created play scenarios, and
practiced
friendship
and problem-solving skills to make sure all children were
included. Play planning also required the children to use
and strengthen their cognitive skills.
Research in the Child Development field has taught
us that cognitive skills are the skills that “help young
children learn how to learn, to have positive social interactions with others, and to do
well in school” (Pre-K Manual, 7th Edition). Carmelo students learned to use and
challenge their cognitive skills while working both individually and during group
activities. Playing games such as Remember and Replicate, Share the News, Take
Away Sounds, Tallying, Weather Graphing, and Story Lab Predictions are a few of the
ways activities that promoted cognitive learning this year. In addition to cognitive skills,
building foundational literacy and mathematics skills was a learning focus this year.
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“Children must learn how to exercise emotional
and behavioral self-control; must be capable of seeing
another’s perspective and feeling empathy; and must
have developed an interest in and motivation for learning”
(Pre-K Manual, 7th Edition). Carmelo students have
demonstrated these skills when engaging in activities
such as Buddy Reading, Story Lab Character Empathy,
Story Lab Predictions, Community Building and during
Make-Believe Play Practice. Students also learned how to
use an emotional thermometer tool to regulate feelings
along with learning how to use and share our classroom solution kit. These socialemotional skills are one of the many building blocks students learned this year that will
contribute to their later school success.
Tools of the Mind, not only teaches
children an array of literacy and mathematics
skills, it gives them the experiences necessary
to use reading and writing to think. This year,
Carmelo students learned games such as
Math Memory, I Have Who Has, Making
Collections,
Elkonin
Boxes,
Mystery
Questions, Number Line Hopscotch, and
Pattern Movement just to name a few. All of
these games, along with many others, contributed to the growing minds on the older
wing over the last nine months.
The older wing has been very busy this school year! We have learned so many
new skills and have strengthened so many others. Students have worked together as a
team and have challenged themselves in new ways as a group and as individuals. We
have explored, created and of course, we have had a lot of fun!

Carmelo Voices

Page 8

How Much We Learned This Year in Co-op Preschool
By: Tracey
It's been an amazing and exciting school year at co-op preschool. We've had
some wonderful parent education meetings with Teaching Pyramid for Families material
and we've had a great curriculum with Tools of the Mind. Both parents and children
have been learning, growing, and building friendships. It's been a fantastic journey that
has led to a lot of unforgettable memories.
The parents have worked hard this year and without their contributions, the
program would not have been as truly amazing as it has been. Dedicating their time
once a week to work in the classroom and twice a month to attend educational
meetings, they have helped to make their child's classroom into a fun, nurturing, and
educational environment. Each parent has grown in their ability to work with small
children, teaching children at a developmentally appropriate level, and setting realistic
expectations that help children grow and thrive. They have established effective
communication with their children and the children in the program. They are positive
and have built strong relationships with both the children and each other that will
continue to help them all in the years to come. They have shared in their child's earliest
learning experiences and have contributed in a way that has helped to create the truly
magical environment that comes together in co-op preschool. It's been hard work, but
the parents have been truly dedicated and have learned some amazing skills this year.
The children have learned amazing things as well. Starting from a set of 20
children from 2 to 5 years old that had little idea of what was expected of them, they
have grown into a classroom team that can teach the parents and grown-ups the routine
and expectations in the co-op preschool. They are quick to remind the adults what
needs to happen and they know how to offer solutions to each other when things go
wrong. They have learned to build friendships and have developed some close buddies
that will stick with them through the years (whether they are back together in co-op next
year or moving on together to another class.) They have learned how to regulate their
behavior and have developed more skills in coping with their strong and powerful
emotions. Even those that feared attending school at first, have come to be comfortable
enough in the classroom to test boundaries because they know they are loved and they
feel safe. It's been truly amazing to see each and every child grow and mature
throughout the year as they have learned new skills and developed closer relationship
that help them to grow.
As the year wraps up and it becomes time to say good bye to this year's class, it
is amazing to stop and think about all that has been learned. Both parents and their
children have grown and learned. Both have developed friendships and all of them have
gotten closer. It's been a good year.

Carmelo Voices

Page 9

CARMELO PARENT ORGANIZATION
Spring 2017

CPO 2016-2017
Upcoming Events
TEACHER APPRECIATION WEEK
May 1 – May 5, 2017
CPO, parent coordinators, and parents help show
appreciation to Carmelo teachers and staff.
FAMILY FUN DAY and REMARKABLE RAFFLE
at Carmel Valley Park
May 21, 2017 from 11:00 – 2:00 pm
Raffle will be held at 1:00, try to win one of the fabulous
gift bundles. Additional tickets are available at the
Carmelo office from Stacie.

The following CPO Officers were elected at the April 5th
CPO meeting for 2017-2018.
President – Stacey Scherling
Vice President – Kate Harrington
Secretary – Jen Henry
Treasurer – Russell Albright

GRADUATION
May 31, 2017 11:00
More details to come.
CPO MEETING
May 11, 2017 at 5:00 pm

Upcoming CPO meetings:

5/11/17

Thank you to the outgoing 2016-17 Officers.
President – Kim DeRenzo
Vice President – Marc and Molly Stafford
Treasurer – Gretchen Abate
Secretary – Jason Dunton
The Remarkable Raffle fundraiser has begun. Tickets
are now available from April 25 – May 19. The winners
will be selected on May 21. Fabulous prize packages
include Peninsula Staycation (valued at $750),
Disneyland Vacation (valued at $850), Sierra Getaway
(valued at $840), and Playcation (valued at $600).
Feel free to be in touch any time via email to Kim
DeRenzo at kderenzo@gmail.com or call Laura Dunn at
624-8047 x 12.
Please join us for the CPO meeting on May 11th at 5:00.
Dinner and childcare is provided. See you there!
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If you want to go quickly, go alone. If you
want to go far, go together.
~African Proverb

Page 10

