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The Joy of Learning……. CARMELO VOICES
NEWSLETTER OF CARMELO SCHOOL: The Carmel child
Development Center, Carmel Co-op Preschool and TK

Dear Parents,
Thank you all for a fabulous Fall Feast! The CPO members all
chipped in to make it a fun day for all. I want to give a special thank you to
Stacey Scherling for her work setting up the morning of the Fall Feast and
cleaning up for hours after. Please join the CPO team at the monthly
meetings. Childcare and dinner for you and your children is provided. It is
a wonderful way to be more engaged in your child’s school community.
You will develop friendships with families your child will play with for
many years to come.
In this month’s newsletter, some of the teachers’ articles will focus
on mathematical learning and the benefits of organized games. From
infancy to school age, there are appropriate games that foster
mathematical learning and social/emotional self-regulation. Taking the
time to sit down as a family and play a game, especially during this busy
time of year, will be a memory you and your children will cherish.
You may not realize how we use basic math language all the time.
For example, with our infants, we play games and sing songs that use
numbers and counting (such as “One, Two, Buckle My Shoe”). When we
separate clothes by color or group the mommy animal with their baby,
we’re using the math concepts of sorting and classifying. For toddlers and
very young three-year-olds, simple games like a jack-in-the-box support a
child’s ability to delay the result while the tune is played. A matching card
game is fun for young children taking turns finding matches. Sometimes
look for games where there is no clear winner just a fun process.
For children who are three or four, there are many choices for basic
board games, such as Candy Land, Pizza Mania (adding or subtracting tasty
toppings from your personal pizza), or even Chutes and Ladders. Older
preschool children have a wide range of organized games that are terrific
for building math skills and can be fun for all family members.
I wish you all a wonderful winter break and hope that you can all
enjoy the extra time with your families.
Best Regards,
Laura Dunn
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Mathematics with Infant and Toddlers
By: Jenelle
In the Infant and Toddler programs, mathematics is a part of our daily routine through
exploration and guided play. As teachers, it is our job to provide opportunities for the children
to explore various math concepts. At this age, we spend a lot of time teaching spatial
awareness to our toddlers in and outside of the classroom.
Inside the class, we sing songs such as “Head, Shoulders, Knees, and Toes” and “If You're
Happy and you Know It” to teach the children how their bodies move.
When the children are outside they jump
on a small trampoline, climb on the climbing
structure, crawl through the tunnel, and ride
trikes. Another way we implement math concept
is simply converting, reading, and modeling age
appropriate language.
During our circle time, there are a lot of
opportunities to introduce different math
concepts such as counting, patterning, sizing,
shapes, and sorting. We are continually counting
objects, singing songs, and exposing the children to
math. Some of our favorite songs are Five Dinosaurs,
Five Little Monkeys, and One little… Two little… Three
little.
We have introduced various sized pumpkins to
help the children learn the concept of large, medium,
and small objects. Another way we work on math
concepts is leaf patterning with two or three mixed
colored leaves and sizes.
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In most classrooms at Carmelo, there are
daily schedules displayed somewhere in the room.
There are photos on the wall of children showing the
classroom’s schedule for the day; Inside play, snack
time, outside exploration, lunch time, and so forth.
All of this helps the children understand time and
how their day is going to be. If a child is feeling
anxious about when their parent is coming to pick
them up, we can refer to the daily schedule and
show them that their parent will be coming after
lunch if that child is in the half day program or after
naptime for the full day program.
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Mathematics in Rooms 1 & 2
By: Theresa
Mathematics is a natural part of
your child’s life at Carmelo. We find
children actively construct mathematical
knowledge through interaction within their
everyday environment whether they are
inside or outside the classroom or in the
yard.
When children are building in the block
area or sorting blocks by shape they are
exploring geometry.
When filling two cups of oats in a
sensory table they learn principles of
measurement.
Climbing in and out of small spaces,
running and jumping off the ramp or riding a
bike helps your child develop a sense of
spatial relationships.

Mathematics learning grows
naturally from a child’s curiosity
and passion to learn and explore
the environment. As teachers we
encourage the student’s natural
enthusiasm and interest in doing
mathematics and use it as a
vehicle for supporting the
development of your child’s
mathematical concepts and skills.
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Parents play an active role in their child’s mathematics development. You are role models for
your child. When parents become involved in
their children’s mathematics education,
children become more engaged and excited.
Examples of what you can do at home
include: while out on a walk or driving in a car
you can point out yield signs, stop signs, and
say the name of each shape (triangle,
rectangle, octagon). Also counting how many
steps it takes to go from the car to the front
door. While cooking, children can count the
number of cups of rice or beans.
When talking with your child at home
incorporate conversations about mathematical
concepts. You will be amazed at what your child
already knows. When you are using a measuring
tool (a yard stick, a ruler or cups) include your
child into the conversation to help them gain
knowledge and interest.

Working together on your child’s
mathematics development with
meaningful experiences and
conversations will give then the
foundation to build knowledge.
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Mathematics in the Older Wing
By: Sarah
One of the benefits of using the Tools of the
Mind framework in our classrooms is how naturally
actual math experiences can be embedded into play.
The dramatic play themes that take over our
classrooms reflect the real-life experiences and interests
of these particular groups of children. This makes for
motivated and persistent learners. They are more likely
to weigh, measure, and add because the work has a reallife meaning to them.
A child who has worked to develop a play
restaurant and has chosen to be the server works
hard to add the prices together to come up with the
total for the customer’s check.
The farmer’s market worker perseveres at
balancing the pumpkin scale that he helped make.

At the restaurant, kitchen chefs use
measurement terms that they learned in books
and “play practice” at small group time to make
their roles more authentic. “I need two cups of
sugar.” “Cut those into halves please.” The hope
in integrating math and play is that these kids will
leave Carmelo with a confident attitude about numbers
and quantities and an inherent understanding of the real
world applications of math in their lives.
We also set up focused math experiences that are
meant to let children practice, watch each other, and
expand and show
off what they know
about math
concepts. These
experiences are
tied to the interest of the children, aesthetically
pleasing, and always FUN!
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In the Older Wing, we consider what math will look
like as these learners move on to Elementary school.
Common Core math takes students much more in-depth
than having a “right” or “wrong” answer. It places value on
the process of arriving at an answer, explaining thinking,
drawing or representing numbers and solutions to
problems, coming up with multiple ways to solve a
problem, integration with other subject areas,
collaboration, and perseverance.
We keep those values in mind as we talk to kids around math. “How did you know that
was 5?” “How can you draw 5?” How else could we show 5?” “What else do you know about
5?” “Ask your friend to check your work?” “How could we make that balanced?” “What do you
think would happen if…?” “Can you tell me what your idea was when you added two blocks? “
“I saw you thinking and working so hard. That shows perseverance!” In early childhood setting,
we can plant the seeds of those thinking skills in low-pressure and playful ways.
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Mathematics in the Co-op Preschool
By: Tracey
A lot of the learning that takes place during co-op preschool is fun and games for the
children. We do some direct instruction, some small group, and lots of playful games. When we
study mathematics, we include it in all areas of our preschool day.
The children learn mathematics each day during circle time. During that time, we talk
about what day of the month it is and count how many apples are on our calendar. We roll dice
and count the dots or identify the numbers that show up on top. We look at the big hand and
little hand on a clock – then figure out the time when the big hand is pointing to the 12, and the
little hand is pointing to a new number we are learning. We also practice patterns with a
movement game and a “Do what I do” game. Finally, we answer the mystery question, which
sometimes asks if we are wearing numbers. If the children answered yes, they share the
numbers with the class.
We teach games that children
can play during small group. One
game is called “Making collections.”
During this game, children partner
up and count objects on a card then
move the same number of counting
cubes from a cup to a bowl. The
partner checks the counting and
verifies that there are exactly the
right number of cubes to cover each
picture on the card. The children also
play a number recognition game
called “I have, who has”. During this
game, they pass out cards to each
player. The game begins with the first player naming the number on his/her card and asking
who has the number on the back of the card. They can all work together to help each other
learn. The parent volunteers are fantastic at helping to teach the children these new games,
and soon the children can play them alone without any adult assistance.
Finally, children do mathematics as they play. Sometimes they pull out the math games
they learned during small group. Other times they are playing with pattern bears on pattern
cards. They enjoy watching sand timers and using them to figure out the different amounts of
time that each timer represents. They are also skilled at counting out toys and dividing them
up, even if they don’t always divide them up evenly. They enjoy hopping on the numbered lily
pads on our classroom rug as they count from 1 to 10. Sometimes they get a number confused,
but a friend always seems to be there to help. Outside, though, is perhaps when math shows up
the most. This is when they eagerly wait for a turn to use a toy. They may need to count how
many more laps the bike gets to go around the track or how many scoops of sand go in the
bucket before someone else gets a turn. Despite all their different types of play, it seems that a
little mathematics shows up each day.
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CARMELO PARENT ORGANIZATION
CPO DECEMBER 2017-2018
UPCOMING EVENTS/NEWS

CPO MEETING
December 4, 2017 at 5:00 pm

It has been a busy fall for the CPO board and families at Carmelo!
October’s Trike-a-Thon was a huge success. With the sun shining,
students were able to participate and have fun! Coffee, Donuts and
Tacos fueled the riders and all students finished strong with their gold
medals. With over $10,000 raised, money will continue to be used
towards enrichment and ongoing enhancements towards the
classrooms. A very special thank you to Greg Mettler and the Carmel
Unified School Districts MOT for help with set up. The track really
sparkled with your help and support.
Fall Feast was another hugely successful event and it was a great way
to kick off our holiday season. Thank you to all families who brought in
delicious food. CPO also sends out a big thank you to the Safeway at
the Crossroads for donating several turkeys. Lastly, a huge thank you
to Grasing’s Restaurant for graciously preparing and delivering all of
the turkeys. We can all agree they were spectacular!

Join the CPO the first Monday
December 2017
of each month at 5:00 at
Carmelo. Childcare provided.
Everyone is welcome! Please
come help support our
wonderful school!

Winter Holiday Break is
December 25th – January 5th.

Most importantly, CPO would like to thank our teachers and staff for
helping to prepare the students for these two big events. The students
and families are so lucky to have you!
Carmelo car magnets are still for sale! Just $5 each, represent our
wonderful school. For sale in the office, cash or check payable to CPO.
Please remember the next CPO meeting is Monday, December 4 at
5:00pm, childcare will be provided.
If you would like to get more involved, please contact Stacey Scherling
directly at 831-238-8584.
Happy Holidays!
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