
CHS Library Research Guide 
 
1) Topic Search Websites 
 

Pro Con Issues  
 
The New York Times Topics  

 

2) School Database Subscriptions  
SIRS   Great for controversial topics like gun control, abortion, legalization of drugs etc.  

Username- 8316241821, password- gopadres 

GALE  password- gopadres - great for background information 
 
Global Issues Database 

 
 
3) Where to find BOOKS… 
 

CHS Library Catalog find books at CHS 

Public Library Catalogs- access local library catalogs 

4) The Credibility Spectrum - To what degree should you trust  each source that you find? 
Consider the following: 
Credible means: Coming from a trusted  source and/or backed up by information from other trusted 
sources. This means the sources has a good reputation  and reliable information. 
Some types of sources are generally more credible than others. Look at the list below. The types of sources at the top 
of the list are generally more credible than the sources at the bottom of the list.  
 
MOST CREDIBLE: 

● Academic journals, original research, studies, official reports 
● .edu or .gov sites (although watch out for student work or outdated info) 
● educational websites or non-profit research organizations or foundations (examples: museums, libraries, 

non-profit research) 
 
MEDIUM CREDIBLE 

● well-regarded news or magazine sources (watch out for opinion or bias) 
 
LEAST CREDIBLE - follow information back to the original source!! 

● Wikipedia or other websites that collect a lot of information from elsewhere (like Huffington Post or Buzzfeed) 
● blogs or social media 
● random websites with no author information or sources 

http://www.procon.org/
http://www.nytimes.com/pages/topics/index.html
http://sks.sirs.com/cgi-bin/hst-portal-res?id=S8316241821-0-4314
http://infotrac.galegroup.com/default/carm36549
http://moodle.carmelunified.org/moodle/mod/url/view.php?id=71813
http://moodle.carmelunified.org/moodle/mod/url/view.php?id=71813
https://carmelunified.follettdestiny.com/cataloging/servlet/presentadvancedsearchredirectorform.do?l2m=Library%20Search&tm=TopLevelCatalog&l2m=Library+Search
http://www.carmelhigh.org/Page/2228


5) Tips for Searching With Google 

Advanced search engine methods 

To  NARROW  your search: 
 

If you... Google will... 

only use important key words find more specific/relevant results 

put quotation marks around words find EXACTLY what is inside the “ “ 

put a subtraction sign next to a word or 
phrase 

NOT find results with that word or phrase 

intitle: next to a word or phrase only find articles with that word/phrase in the title of 
the article 

 
To find sources towards the top of the  credibility spectrum : 
 

If you... Google will... 
 

add keywords like: study, report, research (or go to 
scholar.google.com) 

more likely find academic research 
articles 

site:.edu     OR     site:.gov only find results from that domain 

search tools → Any time → custom range only find articles from the time 
period you want 

Questions you should ask to see if websites are 
credible? 

● Who is the author or organization who wrote this? 
Can I trust them? What is their reputation? 

● Where did the information come from and did the info 
come from credible sources? 

● Is this from a source at the top of the credibility 
spectrum (academic journal article, .edu or .gov, 
educational non-profit organization or well-known 
news source)? 

● Is the information from the date range I want? 
 
6) Google Alternatives: 
Try SweetSearch or RefSeek instead of Google for search 
results pre-reviewed by experts.  

 

 

https://www.google.com/
http://www.sweetsearch.com/
http://www.refseek.com/


7) Resources for Works Cited  
CHS Citation guide 
 
Works Cited Samples - from Purdue University OWL 
 
 

http://moodle.carmelunified.org/moodle/pluginfile.php?file=%2F19237%2Fmod_resource%2Fcontent%2F5%2FCHSCitationStyleSheet2017.doc
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/

