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February 18, 2016 

 

Re: California student records release and ways to object to the disclosure of student data 

 

Dear Parents/Guardians: 

 

You may have become aware that the California Department of Education (CDE) has been sued 

by two non-profit associations, including the Morgan Hill Concerned Parents 

Association.  Those organizations claim that the CDE has failed to properly monitor school 

districts related to their provision of services to children with disabilities.   

 

While Carmel USD is not involved in this litigation and districts in California have no obligation 

(from either CDE or the court order) to notify families of this case, we believe we have a 

responsibility to our families to ensure information regarding how the proceedings in this case 

might allow the plaintiffs to access your child’s confidential records.   

 

As part of the lawsuit, CDE has been ordered by the court to produce documents and data that 

the state maintains about children who have attended public schools since 2008. That data will 

include children who have been identified by the district as disabled, as well as children who 

have not and may include Social Security numbers. It is our understanding that only a few 

individuals will have access to the information, which will be returned or destroyed after the 

litigation has ended. 

 

We recognize that you may have significant concerns about whether your child’s records will be 

provided to the plaintiffs in this case. Although the court does have the authority, and did, order 

the CDE to provide the records, you have the opportunity to file an objection with the court, if 

you do so by April 1, 2016.  The Notice and Objection form can be accessed through the 

following link to CDE’s website: http://www.cde.ca.gov/morganhillcase. Additional information 

related to this case and alternative mechanisms to object to the disclosure of student information 

can be found in State Superintendent of Public Instruction Tom Torlakson’s news release dated 

February 17, 2016: http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr16/yr16rel15.asp.    

 

We want to emphasize that Carmel USD is not a party to the litigation, nor is any district in 

Monterey County, and is not required to disclose any student information, nor do we intend to do 

so. The form you may choose to file will constitute your objection to the potential disclosure of 

such information by CDE. For more information, you may also contact the CDE at (916) 319-

0800. 

 

Sincerely,  

 

Heath L. Rocha 

Chief Student Services Officer 

 

Cc: Karen Hendricks, Interim Superintendent 

 Carmel USD Board of Education 

http://www.carmelunified.org/
http://www.cde.ca.gov/morganhillcase
http://www.cde.ca.gov/nr/ne/yr16/yr16rel15.asp

