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Behavior and Communication
Red foxes are very adaptable. They can live in many different environments. Red foxes
can live in places such as forests, grasslands, mountains, and deserts. They can also live near
humans in farms, suburban areas, and even in large communities. When in the wild, red foxes
feed on rodents, rabbits, birds, and other small animals. They also eat fruits and vegetables,
ﬁsh, frogs and even worms. When red foxes are near humans they eat garbage and pet food.
In the wild, red foxes live about two to four years.

Red foxes have a couple ways of communicating. Foxes signal each other by
making scent posts by urinating (peeing) on trees or rocks to announce their presence.
They can use their tails (also called a “brush”) as a signal ﬂag. Foxes also communicate
with each other with growls, yelps, and short yapping barks.

Breeding
Red foxes meet to mate in winter. A female red fox gives
birth to two to twelve pups. Red foxes dig burrows in the
ground. These burrows provide a cool area to sleep, a good
location to store food, and a safe place to have their pups.
When born, red fox pups are brown or gray. Both parents take
care of the pups in the summer. The mother nurses the pups
for 2 months. Then, the pups will have to eat solid food. The
pups stay with their mother for another three to four months
before leaving in search of territory of their own.

Size and Appearance
Although foxes are the smallest of the canine family, the red
fox is the largest of the true foxes, and is 18 to 33.75 inches from
its head to the end of its body. The tail adds another 12 to 21.75
inches to its length. One main thing that deﬁnes red foxes from
other foxes is their looks. Red foxes have long snouts and
reddish-orange fur that covers their face, back, sides, and tail.
Their throat, chin, and belly are grayish-white. Red foxes have
pointy black- tipped ears and black feet. They have a large ﬂuffy
white-tipped tail that they can use as a warm cover in the cold.

Red foxes have excellent hearing

A male fox is
called a dog fox
and young foxes
are called
pups,cubs, or kits.

A female
red fox is
called a
vixen

Red foxes have
five toes on their
front feet but only
four in the back!

Fun Facts

Red foxes
mate for
life

When
afraid red
foxes grin.

Here are some fun facts you might not know about red foxes.

Red fox
burrows
are also
called
dens.

A red fox’s
scientific
name is
Vulpes vulpes

A red fox
can run up
to 31 mph,
jump over
6ft and
even swim.

A red fox’s
tail is over
half its body
length.

Conclusion
I hope you enjoyed learning about the very
adaptable and very interesting red fox. I also have
a question for you: If you were a red fox where
would you want to live? In the wild or near
humans?

